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moderating influence at St. Petersburg.   But these failed
completely of their desired effect.3
Similarly on Monday morning, July 27, after rejecting
Grey's conference proposal in favor of "direct negotiations/'
Bethmann telegraphed to Paris: "We cannot mediate in
the conflict between Austria and Serbia, but possibly later
between Austria and Russia." This suggestion of media-
tion between Austria aiid Russia hints at the beginning of
a change in his attitude—the first sign of an eventual aban-
donment of "localization^" and the possible adoption of
some- mediatory role to secure an agreement between
Vienna and St. Petersburg. Pourtales's telegrams, with the
news of "direct conversations," were at once forwarded,
with slight omissions and without comment, to Tschirschky
at Vienna.4 And Jagow told the Russian Charge d'Affaires
"that he could not advise Austria to give way, but that the
very fact of Pourtales's telegram being transmitted to
Vienna means that he rather recommended such a way out
of the situation." 5 By Monday evening there were fur-
ther signs that Bethmann was beginning to waver in his
mind as to the wisdom of his "localization" policy. •
GERMAN DOUBTS AS TO "LOCALIZATION*"
An important factor in Germany's immediate decisions
was the hurried return of the Kaiser to Potsdam on the
afternoon of July 27.6 "The Foreign Office," Jagow was
 3	K.D., 199, 200.  Lichnowsky could not see Grey, who had gone out of
town over Sunday; but from talks with Nicolson and Tyrrell he con-
cluded that "localization" imist be abandoned in favor of Grey's media-
tion proposal (K.D., 218, 236).   In Paris Bienvenu-Martin at first seemed
ready to exercise moderatior at St. Petersburg, after Germariy had shown
that she was exercising it at Vienna (K.D., 235, 240, 241, 252).   But
Berthelot and Sazonov were emphatically opposed to any pressure being
put upon Russia (see above, p. 391 f.).
 4	K.D., 217, 238, notes.
5Bronevski to Sazonov, July 27; Krasnyi Arkhiv, I, p, 172; the last
clause is suppressed from R.OJB., 38,
6 At 3:00 P.M. according to Moltke (Erimerunffen, p. 381,) who haa
a conference with him shortly afterwards.

